Dear Governor Schwarzenegger,
Each year at the holiday season voices the world over cry out for peace.
This year, one of them, a voice of great power, will be lost unless you act.

Stanley Tookie Williams grew up where violence was away of life. Now the State says another
act of violence must end his life on December 13th.

In prison, Mr. Williams finally realized an opportunity for self-examination. Thisled himto
renounce the lifestyle he had accepted and the gang he helped found. In the years following, he
has written a remarkable collection of books that have touched the lives of thousands of children
across the world, his eloquent message turning countless numbers of at-risk youth away from a
violent path with only death at its end.

Despite the constraints of San Quentin’s death row, Mr. Williams has become atireless resource
for every child, school district and community group that asks for his help. Through his work,
gang truces have been mediated and |ong-standing wounds have been healed. Lives have been
saved.

Thiswork has not gone unnoticed, nor isit unappreciated. Thousands of |etters have been sent
you from ministers, teachers and community leaders who ask that you weigh the value of Mr.
Williams' efforts, his message and his example, against the death sentence the court has
imposed.

The impact and reach of hiswork have captured noteworthy attention. That an inmate on San
Quentin’s death row has earned five nominations for the Nobel Peace Prize and four for the
Nobel Prizefor Literature requires consideration.

The execution of Stanley Williams will silence a powerful voice for peace, but will not resolve
unanswered questions about the conviction that put him on death row. Thetria record shows

disturbing signs of racial bias and cannot disguise a circumstantial case built on testimony from
witnesses who personally profited from their story, including ajailhouse snitch with arecord of

perjury.

In 2002, in an unusual postscript to aU.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals ruling, one judge
wrote, “ Although Williams' good works and accomplishments since incarceration may make
him aworthy candidate for the exercise of gubernatorial discretion, they are not matters that we
in the federal judiciary are at liberty to take into consideration.”

Stanley Williams' story has been told in many ways around the world and each time has brought
amessage of redemption, peace and hope.

Respectfully, we call on you to use your executive power to affirm the human capacity for
personal transformation and reinforce the meaning of hope for young people everywhere by
commuting Stanley Tookie Williams' sentence of death to life in prison.
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